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' Ralph Reed, executive director of 
the Christian Coalition, yesterday 
warned the Republican Party that 
evangelical Christians and antiabor- 
tion Catholics will abandon the GOP if 
tibe party nominates a candidate for 
president or vice president who sup- 
ports abortion rights. 

Reed declined to specify any pro- 
spective candidates, but his remarks 
to the Conservative Political Action 
Committee conference here appeared 
to be directed at three prominent gov- 
ernors: Pete Wilson (Calif.), Christine 
Todd Whitman (NJ.) and William F. 
Weld (Mass.), all of whom favor abor- 
tion rights. 

“Let me be sincere today,” Reed 
told the gathering of conservative ac- 
tivists. “Pro-life and pro-family voters, 
one-third of the electorate, will not 
support a party that retreats from its 
noble and historic defense of tradition- 
al values and which has a national tick- 
et or a platform that does not share 
Ronald Reagan’s belief in the sanctity 
of human life.” 

In a well-received speech, Reed, 
who runs what is perhaps the most 
powerful organization within the Re- 
publican Party structure, said that exit 
polls from last year’s elections showed 
that “33 percent of all voters . . . were 
either bom again evangelicals or 
pro-life Catholics, and they voted 69 
percent Republican. They are the key 
to this conservative landslide.” 

Despite that, he said: “There are 
still those who claim to be our leaders, 
and even those who aspire to be our 
president, who state that the social is- 
sues must ride at the back of the bus, 
and that innocent human life simply 
doesn’t matter. And they even pro- 
pose that they balance the ticket in 
1996 by choosing someone who is lib- 
eral on the issue of human life.” 
Antiabortion forces have been re- 
cently energized by President Clin- 
ton s selection of Tennessee physician 
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Henry W. Foster Jr. to be, surgeon 
general, although it is far from clear 
that all the conservative voters Reed 
talked about — and other Republi- 
cans — want to reopen the battle over 
abortion. In the past, Reed has shown 
a willingness to mute the abortion is- 
sue and the Christian Coalition has en- 
dorsed congressional candidates who 
support abortion rights. 

Ray Howell, Weld’s former cam- 
paign manager, said Weld believes the 
party cannot afford to start excluding 
people in order to win back the White 
House in ’96.” Weld, who has been 
mentioned as both a possible presiden- 
tial and vice presidential candidate, 
supports both abortion and gay rights. 

A spokesman for Wilson declined to 
comment, but he sent a transcript of 
an interview in which Wilson said: “I 
think that there is an understanding 
on the part of a lot of people who don’t 
agree on that issue [abortion] that 
they have been wise to deal with is- 
sues on which they do agree I 

don’t think it’s an accident that some 
of the major social issues aren’t ... in 
the ‘Contract With America.’ ” 


Whitman, who has been prominent- ! 
ly discussed as a possible vice presi- 
dential candidate, was sharply criti- 
cized by David Keene, chairman of the 
American Conservative Union, on 
Thursday. Keene said she would be a 
“very bad selection She repre- 

sents the old Republican establish- 
ment, pre-1960 in terms of her cultur- 
al and class background.” 

Reed declined to say if his remarks 
were directed at any specific individu- i 
als. “Let the statement stand for itself, 
rather than particularize it . . . We 
support the sanctity of innocent hu- 
man life, and we seek to support can- 
didates and parties that advocate that 
principle.” 

The CPAC convention has hosted a 
number of prospective Republican 
presidential candidates, but by far the 
strongest welcome was given House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.) who 
spoke to a packed hotel ballroom yes- 
terday afternoon. 

In his speech, Gingrich raised fur- 
ther the likelihood that the Republi- 
can-controlled House and Senate will 
take up the issue of racial preferences 
and quotas. Gingrich said reform of 
government must be guided by the 
goal of equal opportunity without re- 
gard to the race, sex or ethnic back- 
ground of any individual or group. 
“Any effort to rig the game for one. 
American is an effort to rig the game 
against any other American.” 

In a straw poll of those attending 
the CPAC gathering, Sen. Phil 
Gramm (R-Tex.) far outdistanced all 
competitors of the GOP presidential 
nomination, with 39.7 percent of the 
ballots collected. Senate Majority 
Leader Robert J. Dole (Kan.) gar- 
nered 12.4 percent; Patrick J. Bu- 
chanan got 11.6 percent; former vice 
president Dan Quayle, who has an- I 
nounced he will not seek the nomina- 
tion, received 8.1 percent; Rep. Rob- 
ert K. Doraan (Calif) got 6.7 percent; 
and former Tennessee governor La- 
mar Alexander got 4.5 percent. 


